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Boston University – School of Education 

 

LESSON PLAN  
Requirement Your Answer 
Your Name  Rachel Derman  
Your ED101 Lab Section A1-H1 
School  Jackson Mann 
Grade(s) Observing   6 
Supervising Teacher   
 

James Oakley  

List any teaching help you 
may have during the lesson  

Regular classroom teacher will be present (Mrs. 
Robinson) 
 

Setting (in class, in computer 
lab, other?)  

Computer lab  

Technology needed to 
complete lesson  
 

Computer for each child (20) 

Other materials needed  
  

Handout for students to fill in (20) 
 

Content Area(s) 
 

Social Science/History: The purpose of this lesson is 
to give students insight into how civilizations 
struggle to develop institutions and how the same 
power/government dynamics still exist today.  

Title of web site   Welcome to The Sixth Grade Agora 
 

Topic of Lesson  Ancient Greece and the types of government 
developed in this civilization. Specifically: 
Monarchy, Oligarchy, Tyranny, and Democracy. 
 

Goals of the Lesson   The goal of this lesson is for students to be able to 
recognize differences between the types of 
governments that originated in ancient Greece.  
Students will also be able to draw connections 
between each of these forms of government and the 
modern world.  
 

Three Objectives   
 

1. My students will be able to describe key features 
of each of the four types of government covered 
(monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, democracy). These 
features include: How power was shared via 
government, what the daily life of a citizen was, and 
how and why power was eventually lost.  
 
2. My students will be able to analyze the pros and 
cons of each type of the four types of government 



  

presented  
 
3. My students will be able to analyze examples of 
current governments in the world and classify them 
as one of the four types of government.   
 
4. My students will be able to evaluate each form of 
government by listing at least two pros and cons in 
relation to the distribution of power and the daily 
life of citizens for each form. They should also be 
able to decide which they most support as being the 
most fair and effective form. 

Technology standard 
 

 
Standard 3. Demonstrate the ability to use 
technology for research, critical thinking, problem  
solving, decision making, communication, 
collaboration, creativity, and innovation.  
 
Research:   
G6-8: 3.1   Explain and demonstrate effective 
searching and browsing strategies when working on  
projects.  
 
 

Curriculum Framework  
 

 
-Massachusetts History and Social Science  
 Curriculum Framework 
         - Ancient and classical civilizations in the  
           mediterranean to the fall of the Roman    
           Empire: Ideas that shaped history, Grade 7 
                  -Civics and Government  
 
7. Define and use correctly words and terms relating 
to government such as city-state, dynasty,  
kingdom, empire, republic, separation of powers, civic 
duty, rule of law,  and military  
 
 

Introduction of Lesson  
 

The lesson will take place in the computer lab and 
students will not be in groups but will work 
individually. As they enter the room I will have them 
sit in the individual chairs facing center (so as not to 
be distracted by the computers of each other) and 
explain to them that they are embarking on a special 
time travel mission.  
 
I will explain to them that they are spies from a 
present day civilization, which in seek of establishing 



  

their government. Their task is to travel back to 
ancient Greece and learn as much as possible about 
the governments that formed there and relay the 
information back to their fellow citizens. I will also 
be clear that they should be able to return to their 
society with an opinion about which government 
would work best for them and why. 
 

Lesson Procedure, Web Site 
Use, and Technology 
Standard 
 

I will explain to them that they are spies from a 
present day civilization, which in seek of establishing 
their government. Their task is to travel back to 
ancient Greece and learn as much as possible about 
the governments that formed there and relay the 
information back to their fellow citizens. I will also 
be clear that they should be able to return to their 
society with an opinion about which government 
would work best for them and why. The website is 
their window into the ancient Greece portion of their 
travel. I will explain to them that their time is limited 
and being able to navigate the website and accurately 
record their findings is crucial for their success.  After 
this a walk through of the website will be done to 
make sure they have an understanding of how to 
approach the tech standard and the role it has in 
their assignment. This will be an oral walk through 
in which they follow directions on their own 
computers. I will then pass them the hand out which 
will have various questions and activities that can be 
completed with the use of the website (i.e. matching, 
fill in the blank). This handout will mainly focus on 
the characteristics of the four types of government. 
They will have the duration of the class period to 
complete the assignment.  
 

How will students be 
assessed?  

The students will be assessed based on both their 
handout answers and a homework assignment. The 
homework assignment will be a short and simple 
writing exercise that requires substantial thought 
(similar to an outline). The exercise will be for them 
to state (in one work as a question response) which 
type of government they think will be best for their 
civilization. Underneath there will be a list: Reason 
#1, Reason #2, Reason #3, Reason #4, Reason #5. 
Here, they will need to write at least 3 (with an 
option of 5) reasons why the government they chose 
will be best for their civilization.  
 

How will you know if 1. My students will be able to identify key features of 



  

students have met the 
objectives stated above?  

each of the four types of government covered 
(monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, democracy)  
  Students will be meet these standards by using the  
  website and its complimentary handout as an  
  interactive learning tool. The handout is useful in  
  highlighting the most central features of each form.  
 
 
2. My students will be able to recognize the pros and 
cons of each type of the four types of government 
presented  
   The handout will be set up in a way which allows for  
   the differences between the governments to be  
   compared directly. The assessment is completed by  
   way of analysis as they must derive a position/stance  
   based on what they learned from the website. In other  
   words, through the assessment they will judge  
   whether certain governmental features are good or  
   bad.  
3. My students will be able to evaluate each form of 
government and be able to decide which they most 
support. 
    This objective will be completed in essentially the  
    same way as #2. The difference in focus however is  
    the aspect of their writing which is driven by their  
    own opinion after analyzing and evaluating the  
    answers on their handouts.  
    

Web-based Quiz  
 

The lesson and assessment will make sure the 
learning outcome is reached because together they 
require students to not only research the answers 
(through the website) and copy them, but to 
synthesize the information in their assessment. The 
quiz also ensures this by providing questions which 
require a knowledge of certain concepts within the 
website (i.e. what is an aristocrat?)  
 
1. The following type of government resulted in the rich  
    become richer and the poor becoming poorer because  
    it was lead by artistocrats 
 
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 
     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
2. In the following type of government the son of  
    the leader is next in line to inherit the power 
     
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 



  

     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
3. The ruling power is in the hands of one person who is  
    not a lawful king.  
  
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 
     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
4. In a representative democracy every citizen votes on  
    every single decision 
     
      True/False 
 
5. An Oligarch is a single ruler such as a king, queen, or  
    emperor who hold all the power in an empire 
     
       True / False 
. 

 
 
 
 
*Handout begins on the next page down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Name:                       

 Government in Ancient Greece 
 

 
 
Answer the questions below. Some will be multiple choice and others will require you to 
write in the answers.  
 
1. The following type of government resulted in the rich  
    become richer and the poor becoming poorer because  
    it was lead by artistocrats 
 
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 
     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
 
2. What is one example of some thing aristocrtats were responsible for in their  
     citystate? 
 
                                                
       
                                             
 
 
3. In the following type of government the son of  
    the leader is next in line to inherit the power 
     
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 
     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
 
3. The ruling power is in the hands of one person who is  
    not a lawful king.  
  
     a. Democracy            b.Tyranny 
     c. Oligarchy              d. Monarchy 
 
 
4. In a representative democracy every citizen votes on  
    every single decision 
     
      True/False 
 



  

 
5. Fill in the speech bubble below assuming the man in the picture is a MONARCH 
 
I lost power because… 
 

 
 
 
6. An Oligarch is a single ruler such as a king, queen, or  
    emperor who hold all the power in an empire 
     
       True / False 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go on to the next page   
 



  

6. Choose two out of the four forms of government and in the space below list the pros and 
cons of each type to help you decide which is best for your civilization   
 
 Pros Cons 

Form of 
Government: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Form of 
Government: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


